
U.S. Marine Corps CPL Morris Joseph Bernard Died February 19
th

, 1945 

 

Morris Bernard grew up in Sunol and went to 

high school at Amador Valley High School in 

Pleasanton, where he lettered playing center on 

the football team. Shortly after graduating in 1943 

he went into the Marines. 

 

Morris eventually ended up in the Pacific in the 

5th Marine Division. He would find himself part 

of the landing/invasion force targeting the little 

island of Iwo Jima. 

 

On February 19, 1945 the Marines came ashore 

on a long black sandy beach on the southern side 

of the island. The 4th & 5th Marines fought their 

way from shore to shore cutting Iwo in half and 

separating Mt. Suribachi from the rest of the 

island. By night fall, the Marines were firmly ashore but suffered heavy 

losses of 2400 casualties, including 600 dead. CPL Morris Bernard would 

unfortunately be among the dead on the first day of the invasion. 

 

 

 

The following are the notification and recognition of his service: 

 





 


